POLITICAL SCIENCE 1100 YB
INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
2008-2009
Tuesday and Thursday, 4:00-5:30pm, AT 2001
Instructor:  Charles Conteh, 
Office: RB 2041 

Office Hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:30pm (or by appointment)

Phone: 343-8791

Email:  cconteh@lakeheadu.ca 
________________________________________________________________________

COURSE OVERVIEW  

This course will introduce students to basic ideas, concepts, institutions and processes in Political Science and its sub-fields. As an introductory course, the overall goal is to familiarize students with the central concepts of political science, covering various topics that will be pursued in greater depth in upper-level courses. Topics in the course will include introduction and detailed discussion of notions such as politics, power, authority, the state, constitutionalism, various types of political systems/institutions, and the international order.  
LEARNING GOALS & OBJECTIVES
The primary focus of this course will be on equipping students with both theoretical knowledge and critical thinking skills.  The course will also enable students to apply political science concepts and issues to real world events that shape our understanding of political life, drawing examples from Canada and other countries around the world.
COURSE FORMAT
A. I will use class lectures to introduce, explain and illustrate the themes and concepts surrounding each topic.

B. In-class discussions will provide opportunities for illustration and application of the concepts and issues covered in the lectures. 

GRADING
Participation & Attendance:



10%
Reflection essay # 1 – 5 pages (Due October 21):
15%

Mid-Term Exam (scheduled by the Registrar):
20%
Reflection essay # 2  – 5 pages (Due February 12):
15%

Final Examination: (scheduled by the Registrar):
40%

REFLECTION ESSAYS
Students are required to submit a five-page double-spaced reflection in each Semester.  The essays will be based on a lecture topic selected by the student, and the analysis MUST include examples drawn from current affairs (newspaper or magazine print) along with a cited bibliography of, at least, five book sources.

Please note the following: 

1. Include in your essay a statement about the significance of your topic 

2. Analyze the topic, drawing from at least FIVE other sources (books) 
3. Relate your analysis to current affairs 

4. Prepare a bibliography at the end of your essay  

5. Attach to your essay an original copy of the current affairs newspaper or magazine   
Policy on Late Assignments

Late assignments will be penalized two percentage points per day unless you have an officially recognized and documented reason (illness with doctor’s note, etc).  Students will only be allowed a make-up exam if they apply for and receive a deferment from their faculty office.

Lakehead Policy on Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences.  The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty:

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one's own or for which other credit has been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

REQUIRED COURSE TEXT  

A.R. Moten & Syed Serajul Islam. Introduction to Political Science, 2008 (available at the University Bookstore).  
FURTHER READING 

Dickerson, Mark O, & Thomas Flanagan, An Introduction to Government and Politics:  A Conceptual Approach, (Toronto: Thomas Nelson), 2008 (available at the University Library Reserve Collection)

Dyck, Rand (ed.), Studying Politics: An Introduction to Political Science (2nd edition), 2006 (available at the University Library Reserve Collection)  

TOPICS & READINGS:  

Part A: Understanding Political Science
1. September 4
Introduction and Course Overview  

2. Sept. 9 & 11
Defining Politics and its Manifestations 

Moten & Islam, Chap. 1

3. Sept. 16 & 18
Nature and Scope of Political Science as a Discipline 

M & I, Chap. 2
4. Sept. 23 & 25
Power, Legitimacy and Authority 

M & I, Chap. 3
5. Sept. 29 & Oct. 2
Development of Political Science – Ancient to Modern Times 

M & I, Chap. 4

6. Oct. 7 & 9
Conceptualizing The State and Sovereignty 

M & I, Chap. 5
Part B: Traditional and Modern Classifications of Government 
7. Oct. 14 & 16
Democratic & Autocratic Systems 
M & I, Chap. 6

8. Oct. 21 & 23
Unitary & Federal Systems of Government

M & I, Chap. 7
9. Oct. 28 & 30
Parliamentary & Presidential Systems  

M & I, Chap. 8
10. Nov. 4 & 6
Constitutionalism as The Framework of Governance

M & I, Chap. 9 
Part C:  Organs of Government

11. Nov. 11 
The Legislature 

M & I, Chap. 10

12. Nov. 13  
The Executive 
M & I, Chap. 11 

13. Nov. 18
The Bureaucracy 

M & I, Chap. 12

14. Nov. 20
The Judiciary 

M & I, Chap. 13 
15. Nov. 25
The Military and Politics – Uneasy Bedfellows?  

M & I, Chap. 14

16. Nov. 27 

Review & Mid-term Exam Preparation 

MID-TERM EXAM (Date to be determined by the Registrar) 

Part D:  Ideas and Ideology 

17. Jan. 6 & 8
Ideology and Liberalism 

M & I, Chap. 15 
18. Jan. 13 & 15 
Conservatism 
M & I, Chap. 15
19. Jan. 20 & 22
Socialism & Communism 

M & I, Chap. 15
20. Jan. 27 & 29
Nationalism & Internationalism
M & I, Chap. 16
21. Feb. 3 & 5
Feminism & Environmentalism
M & I, Chaps. 17 & 18
Part E: Political Actors & Processes
22. Feb. 10 
Political Parties & The Party System 

M & I, Chap. 19 

23. Feb. 12 
Pressure Groups 

M & I, Chap. 20 
24. Feb. 16 - 20

Study Break

25. Feb. 24 
Election and & Electoral Systems
M & I, Chap. 21 
26. Feb. 26
Public Opinion & The Media 

M & I, Chap. 22 
27. Mar. 3
Political Violence, Revolution & Terrorism 

M & I, Chap. 23
28. Mar. 5
Civil Society 

M & I, Chap. 24
Part F: Beyond the State 

29. Mar. 10, 12 & 17
International Relations & The International (Dis)Order? 

M & I, Chap. 25
30. Mar. 19 & 24
International Organizations & Global Governance 
M & I, Chap. 26 

31. Mar. 26 & 31
Looking Ahead – Which Way Forward?  

M & I, Chap. 27  
32. April 3
Course Review & Exam Preparations  
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